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Southern III|n0|s Epilepsy Foundationd €hildren

L earn about Litter and Critters
Hands on learning makeslucaional programs fun!

A litter cleanup, live snakes, an Americandd, crafts and a
reptile rap song werela part of the hands on learning for the
environmental and conservation programs at the Southern Illir ’

Epilepsy Foundations Camp RoéhiCarlyle II.

Christina Ritter, F o u n dledithe o f
programs and ipassionate about ceervationand the

environment One part of the program included a discussion

about Weinttd help childfén and adults understand the
impact that one piece of litter has on a lake, stream, river or

ocean.

fiThat once piece of litter is not realbne piece of litter states
Christina.il t 6s t housands of peopl
window, boat or at a picnic that creates the tons of trash we st

our waterways.

fil try to draw a mental image by making up stories such as thu
dudewhois drinking his beverage onbaat then tosses the can
the water Or,the person eating their lunch next to the lake the
leaving the trash behirat, the smoker leaving their cigarette

pack and butts on the highwaytbe other millions pieces of

trash and garbage thare carelessly tossed likerr landis a i 1 dr en 0 ssnakerh¢éad lzads i v i t

garbage pail. Thabne piece of littéithoughtlessly and

Respect Ear wdséxsitedRehawethe c e s
carelessly tossesliddenly turns into a pollution nightmabe!

opportunity to work with the Epilepdyound at i on

We played a game where eyene fished the trash out ofizake Roehr for the 2010 summeamp program. Working with
believewaterway. Each team had a fishing pole and a trash b Tom Aubuchon TrudyBaxter,the counselors and children J

‘The game was over when all the litter was cleaned up. was a very rewarding experience. !
ba ‘ 123 i‘

| Amphibians and reptiles were the hot topic of the day. Childre We hope to work with the Southern Illinois Epilepsy

learned about native species of snakes and toads. They were Foundation agmmur programs

taught hpw—tcmntl a copyi;head and learned about the = “better eacr,l/y?tas w\re@feedback fr;mf C,‘amp

Massas/uga Rattlﬁﬁjk’a r(dp gedlem es lts ’}\S_taﬁ cb.r[dren and cou@se <}r:?, Q\‘Q ;,, \
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Nature Walk at Camp Roehr offersa Surprise or TwoI

It was a hot day for a nature walk! However, finding water

striders, whirligig beetles and a garter snake made observing

naturetons of fun, even on a blistery, hot summer day.

Ourwalk beganandende c|l ose to the wa

Lake. The topic was habitats. The first plant we came acros

4 ‘.
w4

was blackberries. The children learned about what types of

animals eat blackberriesmdthat a habitat includes food, water, "‘ ‘IQ

shelter and a place to raigeung.

Garter Snake found at Carlyle Lake Suddenly, someone observed a garter snake slithering quick
under a logChristina(also known as Professor Crittemd Tom
Aubuchon a leader &amp Roehrgently coaxed the snake
from under the logThen ProfessorCritter gently grabbedhe

snake to show the kids.

fLook, e musked me and heds try
snaldedsnse so | will put hi
hurt him so heos ,GProfessor @ritter o
explained.Once t he s nak dgoingtalbeihute

he calmed down for the educational opportunity.

Several of the counselors and children did not realize that sn

TomAubuchorof the Southern lllinois Epilepsy MU s ked untiditio s i o)

Foundationlooking for critters
new about wildlif@.

It was fun to watch the water steics and whirligig beetles. The

R e S p e C t E a longer we remained at thea t e@dg® and observed the insecl

the more we noticethat thefastdashing, whirligigbeetleson
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info@respectearthsresources.com
www.respectearthsresources.com

the surfaceoccasionallygrathing a water strider for a snack!

Nature walks can be tons foin! You never know what you will

come across when going on a nature walk, especially when y

take time to slow down and take a look.
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Respect Eart hos
Grant Writing Environmental EducationRecycling Programs

Respect Ear tihaemamrwredLl.C.¢c gantwriting, consulting and
environmental education business with a passiohdlping others learrabout and respeour
environment.

Our mission:

To help businesses, ngmofits and schools obtagrantfundingfor environmental and conservation projec
that benefit the community socially and economicaBgsides this, we bele that education is the key to
solving our environmental issues. Wer andpromote environmental education programs that raise

awareness through fun and interactive education programs.
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Arnold, MO 63010 Websitesof interest:
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Southern lllinois Epilepsy Foundation
www.respectearthsresources.com http://www.efgreatersil.org

St. Louis Herpetological Society
http://www.stlherpsociety.org

NO more Trash!
Missouri Department of Conservation
http://mdc.mo.gov/nmoretrash/facts

Missouri Department of Conservation
www.mdc.mo.gov




